The peculiar disease in which the symptoms of a disturbed circulation Vid action of the heart are associated with a remarkable enlargement of thyroid gland, and with a most characteristic prominence of the eyes, h^Shecome. of late years, familiar to the profession through the writings
have now before us?Romberg and Henoch. Though differing in regard to the etiology of the disease as a whole, and disagreeing to a certain extent in the account given of the rise and occasion of its individual symptoms ; still, in the descriptions of all the writers now named, there exists so remarkable a uniformity, as to satisfy us of the identity of the disease which each has observed.
We shall, in the first place, make our readers acquainted with some of the cases in an abridged form, and the remarks of Romberg and Henoch, and then add a few observations of our own, which the perusal of the former have called forth. Case 1. A. S., aged fourteen,1 who had never menstruated, was treated, in the clinical ward, for anaemia, and cured by a preparation of iron. In October 1849 she again became a patient, her former disease having returned. At that time the extraordinary paleness of her skin revealed her anaemic condition. The right lobe of the thyroid was swollen, and the jugular vessels were seen pulsating. The anaemic sound was clearly audible in the neck. There was the evidence of an enlargement of the heart, and its first sound was at the base accompanied by a bellows murmur. The patient suffered from dyspnoea, increased by motion, and from great weariness. The bowels were irregular. On the 12th November she was ordered to take iron, which, with a short interruption, she continued to do till January 1850. At that date a decided improvement in her whole system was visible.
Case 2. A girl of eighteen, who had first menstruated a year previously, began to complain of violent palpitation and uneasiness in the region of the heart, brought on chiefly by exertion, especially in ascending stairs. At the same time a swelling had appeared in the front of the neck, and at times she expectorated blood. "The diagnosis, after examination of the heart, was that something more than functional disorder existed, and that valvular disease was present. In this patient, as in the former one, the enlargement of the thyroid and the affection of the heart existed, but the eyes were not implicated. She (Basedow) . They look upon the idea of the prominence being due to a want of tone in the ocular muscles, and an accompanying congestion in the posterior parts of the eye (Cooper, Dalrymple) as more likely; but they appear to think still more favourably of the view of Heusinger, who found in two cases an extraordinary accumulation of fat in the cellular tissue behind the eyes, and regards it as the probable cause of the exophthalmos.
Again, regarding the disease as a whole, our authors proceed to remark, "that certainly the larger number of the individuals so affected exhibited evident symptoms of anaemia, such as a remarkable paleness of the skin, the peculiar sound audible in the bloodvessels of the neck?headaches often very violent?giddiness, especially when in the upright posture?humming sound in the ears?attacks of fainting?small frequent pulse, &c. Irregularity of the catamenia also is commonly present, while fluor albus, and sometimes complete amenorrhea, have We beg to refer our readers to an interesting chapter on this subject, in the recently published work of Dr Stokes on diseases of the heart. Curiously, as it appears to us, Dr Stokes never mentions the term anaemia, yet evidently describes the anacmic condition, both in giving his interesting cases, and his remarks upon them. It is of great interest to note the curability of the disease, as exemplified in some of the cases treated by Dr Romberg. Indeed, just as in the instances given by Dr Begbie, cure seems in some cases (chiefly due to iron) to be equally speedy and complete. That in other instances the reverse is the case is too true, and nothing is more certain than that this peculiar disease, commencing as it undoubtedly does in functional derangement of system, is not unapt to end in structural change and irremediable organic lesion. In this way it is that the existence of organic disease of the heart or other important viscera is to be explained.
